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Meat  production,  after  reach  i  ng  a  peak  of  o\/er  24  billion  pounds  in  1913  and  1911, 
is  now  trending  downward.  Output  in  1915  was  est imated  to  be  22.9  billion  pounds,  dressed 
meat  basis.  Meat  production  in  1916  probably  will  be  moderately  less  than  in  1915,  with 
decreases  occurring  in  beef  and  veal  and  lamb  and  mutton.  Pork  production  is  likely  to 
be  moderately  greater  than  in  1915,  partly  as  a  result  of  a  12-percent  increase  in  the 
fal 1  pig  crop  1 ast  year . 
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:  Mt^at  and  Meat-aniiaal  Exports  and  Inoort?   •  I5  • 

:  Wool  Situation   22  : 

A  production  of  tieat  nearly  as  large  as  the  22.9  'billion  "oounds  pro- 
duced i:i  in'^R  (wholesale  v;ei;3ht)  is  now  forecast  for  lQ^-6.     This  would 
about  ti.'O  "billion  pounds  less  than  the  record  output  of  2U.7  lillior  achieved 
in  l^UU,    Por^-  production  is  li^ccly  to  he  lar-er  th:  s  year  than  last,  while 
out-mt  of  lecf,  venl,  and  lar.ih  pi*oh'-^lly  will  he  lees. 

Snaller  porh  -product io-T  in  I9U7  and  r  doi,rnward  trend  in  beef  and  Irmh 
production  uay  r-^sult  in  a  totnl  output  of  neat  in  19^'7  at  least  a  billion 
pounds  lesc-  than  in  I9U6,  • 

Highrr  prices  and  snaller  su-^-olies  of  feed  .-grains  and  other  cnncentrates 
conpared  with  a  yenr  earlir-r  are  lihely  to  result  in  relatively  Ip'.rge  uarket- 
ing^s  Lnte  this  year  of  19U6  sprint;  -nigs,  and  also  in  a  nuch  snaller  pi|P!  crop  . 
in  the  f-11  of  iql'6  th.an  in  t:ie  fall  of  19I+P,     Tltriugh  recember,  hog  slaughter 
will  continue  lar.'-e  con-oared  vrith  lart  year.    However,  beginnin^:  early  in  19^7, 
hog  olau^hter  will  be  less  than  that  of  corresponding  iionths  of  19'46  because 
of  thf  antici-o,-,tel  snail  -^rocortion  of  the  sprint:  pig  cron  renaining  for 
market  aft'-'r  I'ecenber.     The  reduction  in  hog  slaughter  probably  will  become 
nost  prorounc.id  in  the  spring  nnd  suriinor  ncrt  year,  when  I9U6  fall  pigs 
reach  narket  weights. 
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The  nur.ilDer  of  ho,'^s  ?iai.T^hterecl  in  19^^  pro'fc-^.'bly  vn.ll  "be  pro^ind  10 
percent  greater  than  the  00,5  uilDion  slaughtered  in  l'^U-5,  the  result  of 
delaved  r.i8.rketin-;5s  of  19^15  spi'i'^Af^  piGS»  a  12  psJPcent  incr;n.s-:  in  the  19^5 
fp.ll  pig  crop,  how  heinp-  nark^'ted,  and  early  uarketings  of  19'46  ^^pring  pigs* 
Woif^htBof  hogs  slauc:htered  this  year^  however,  v/ill  -^vero.ge  less  than  the 
record  weight s  in  19^I-5»  ■  • 

■  .  .  Total  co.t tie  and  Calf  slaughter  in  I9H6  prohahly  will  he  5  "'^'^  per- 
cent under  the  record  slaughter  of  3^«9  nillion  head  in  I'^h^^    With  total 
cattle  nuiihers  only  slightly  "below  a  year  earlier,  narketingc-  of  grass-cittle 
nay  le  nearly  as  lar^e  as  I'^h^,     But  nrrketings  of  grain-fed  cattle  which 
nor;.ially  accoun.t  for  ahoiit  a  third  of  the  heef  supply  (e:ccluding  v^-al)  will 
he  uaterially  leps  than  the  large  Ma.rketings  of  19^^.     The  nunher  of  c.-^ttle 
on  feed  in  the  Com  5elt  April  1  v/as  I7  percent  helov;  ,a  year  earlier,  reeding 
operations  v;ill  he  curt^ailed  nore  thcon  usual  this  suri,;er  ^nd  nezt  fall  as  a 
result  of  the  v/ithdrawol  of  the  TO-cent  producer's  suhsidy  June  30»  ^"^-'-^ 
cently  increased  prices  ^^f  feed  concentrates,  r'nd  current  hi^Th  prices  for 
feeder  stock. 

Production  of  lanh  and  nutton  will  fall  helov;  19^^-5  levels  du.ring  the 
second'  half-year,  reflectin'^  the  10  -oercent  r'^duction  in  the  nuxih^^r  of  hreeding 
e\ifes  on  famo  and  ranches  J.anuary  1,  and  the  suhstantial  drop  in  this  year's 
lanh  crop. 

Civilian  consunption  of  neat  fron  October  through  March  was  35  "D^unds 
per  person  Cf"!npared  with  S3  pour'-ds  in  the  s^n?  period  of  19^3-^^  ^-^^^  was  the 
largest  for  the  six-nonth  period  in  over  J>h  years.     The  rat;e  of  consuxiption 
has  declined  noderately  since  vrinter^     At  curre^nt  neat  "orices,  supplies  will 
continue  less  than  demand  at  least  through  the  first  half  of  19^7. 

Unit-d  States  exports  of  ueat  this  year  v;ill  exceed  the  1.?  oillion 
pounds  (dressed  n^ot  basis)  exported  ih  19^'-3»  ''^'^^  v.'ill  he  considerahl./  helow 
"the  2,5  "billion  pounds  exported  in  19'43  and  the  I.9  "bil^ior  prune's  oxa^rted 
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ii  After  European  feed  supplies  are  rertored  to  a  more  nearly  normal 

level,  the  United  Kingdom  ;dll  "be  the  principal  export  outlet.    At  present 
continental  Europe  is  importing  sulDstantiql  quantities  of  neat  from  tho  United 
States}'  although  that  area  was  a  net  exporter  of  meat  in  prewar  years. 

Commodity  Credit  Corooration  will  continue  to  purchase  wool  from  domestic 
growers  until  Ifovomter  1  under  the  current  purchase  program.    Resalos  to  mills 
nre  heing  made  at  prices  generally  competitive  tS  thoce  for  imported  wools. 
Prices  of  foreign  wool  are  determined  largely  "by  the  British  lorogram  for  sol- 
ling  Australian,  "^ev  Zealand,  nud  South  African  ivools.     In  the  new  season  which 
"begins  in  July,  the  British  Joint  Organization  will  regulate  offerings  when 
auctions  are  resumed.    It  will  also  he  "orepared  to  "buy  British  Dominion  wool  at 
a  "stahilization  price",  if  the  wool  is  not  sold  to  commercial  interests  at  this 
price  or  higher.     Such  action  will  tend  to  sU'^port  "orices  in  foreign  markets. 

United  States  m^Ml  consumption  of  apparel  wool  in  l^hG  now  seems  likely 
to  he  close  to  the  w-rtime  annual  a-erage  of  a-igiSonFun.ds,riPase  Vasis,cind  will 
ho  much  larger  than  in  any  previous  peacetime  year.    Weelc].y  average  consumptior 
in  March  of  ahout  ?1  million  pounds,  greasefesis,  was  equivalent  to  an  annual 
rate  of  ;ihout  1,100  million  pounds.    Present  demand  for  v;ool  clothing  and  de- 
mand for  fairies  and  clothing  for  commercial  inventory  replenishment  undouhtedL; 
would  sup7,ort  a  current    rate  of  nill  consumption  even  higher  than  at  present; 

United  States  stocks  of  apparel  v/ool  have  increased  considerahly  during 
tho  past  ye.v.r.     Stools  reported  hy  mills  and  dealers  and  stocks  held  hy  the 
United  Stater,  rTov^rnment  totaled  acout  S35  million  pounds,  gre?se  hasis,  on 
April  1  compared  with  679  million  r^ounds  a  year  earlier.     Government  stocks  of 
dome-tic  i-ool  on  April  1,  totaling  approximcately  hGo  million  pounds,  grease 
hasis,  v/er?  l6g  million  -pounds  larger  than  a  year  eorlier.     The  I9U6  clip  is 
nov;  arriving  in  volume  for  appraisal  and  purchase,  and  CCC  stocks  will  increas'- 
rapidly  unless  sales  to  mills  are  greatly  increased.    Marc!^  sales  at  an  annual 

rate  were  equivalent  to  little  more  than  half  of  expected  I9U6  domestic  pro- 
duction. 
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OUTLOOK  ,  ,  . 

19^'6  Meat  Output  Clore  to  iqUR;  ,',        ,        .    -  ; 

Production  to  Decline  in  19^7- " '  ' 

On  the  tasis  of  s3.aui~iitei^  in  the'fifst"5'J^0Tiths  of '1.9^6  and  current 
prospects  for  the  "balance  of  the  year,  meat  production' in  IQ'-^G  .is  likely  to 
"be  yearly  equal  to  the  154^  total , '  eBt'lm^ated- at '22„'9  Ibillion  pounds,  drest'.ed 
meat  "basis.     Fork  production  pro"bably  v;ill  "be  moderately  greater  than  a  year 
earlier,  when  output  wa,s  srii?k-tly -over  idlj'illion  pounds.     The  num"ber  of  ho.j^s 
slau^^htered  in  19^6  may  "be  as  much  as  10  percent  greater  that- in  19^5?  t>"ii"t 
yields  'of  pork  .pe.r.-hog  will  "be  down  f  !rom  last  yei^r  "because  of  lighter  weights 
resulting  from  higher  feed-grain  prices  and  scarcer  supplies  of  corn»  Beef 
and  veal  production  In  19^'6  "i's-  •I'i'kely  t  o.  he  -  i,iithin  5  to'  7  percent  of  the.  record 
output  of  19'-^-5  when  approximately  11,8  "billion  pounds  were  produced,,  almost 
50  percent  more  than  the'  average-  for  iS3?~39'     Lam"b  and  mutton  production  in 
19^6  will  "be  somewhat  less  than  the  1,053  million  pounds,  produced  in  19'-l-5<' 

Total  meat  production  in  the  first  5  months  of  19^6  ^apparently  v.^as  about 
the  same'as'a  year  earlier,  with  increased  output  of  pork  I'argely  off-setting, 
reduced  "beef  and  veal  production,.    Meat  production-in  nonfederally  inspecte.d_ 
plants  assumed  record  proportions  in  early" 19^6,  '  —  _ 

The  tight  feed-concentrate  supply  and  increases  in  ceilin.g  pr''-ce of  feed 
fi-rains  have  sha,rply  changed  the  livestock  picture  from  what  seemed  probable 
s  f  eii.mo.nths  ago,   -The  hog^corn  price  ratio  declined  sharply  "in  May,     This  i.eaae 
st  a,  time  when  hog  breeding  for  fall  farrov/ing  was  in  full-sv/ing.     As  a  result, 
the  n-uiiber  of  -  fall  pigr,  saved  this'  year  will  be  materially  less  than  the  35 
million  pigs  saved  in  the  fall  of  19^5*     ^f  3'^^^-  corn  prices  continue  at 

present  ceilings  during  the.  summer  and  early  fall,  fine  hog-corn  price  ratio 
will  be  about  20  percent  below  the  1925-^^!-  a„vera.ge  for  tha^t  period.     Such  an  un- 
fa\.''orable  ra„tio  would  ca'^i^''©  a  sharp  reduction  in  hog  outrjut ,  especially  if 
returns  to  dairy  producers  are  increased  during  the  second  half  of  19'Id,  as  ' 
now  seem,s  likely.     Because  o'f  the  relat,ivejy  high  corn  prict-s,  the  proportion 
of  the  19'4-6  spring  pig  crop  marketed  in  October-D'^cember  this  year,  is  likely 
to  be  lar.ger  than  usual,  and  considerably  l.-.rger  than  last  year.     Thus  even  if 
lYyr.  sprinsr  pig  crop  of  19^6  is  as  large  c;,s  that  of  19^5*  "the  nvraber  of  hogs 
marketed  in  Ja.nuary-March  19^7  '^•'ill  be  less  than  in  th^  firot  nuarter  of  19^6. 
Th';j  reduced  pig  crop  thic;  faJl  will  be  reflected  primarily  in  smaller  m-arket- 
ings  of  hogs  in  the  s}:)rin~  and  summ.er  of  19'^7  than  in  the  spring  and  summer  this 
year. 

Relatively  few  cattle. are  put  on  grain  feed  during  the  spring  and  summer 
and  very  little  grain  is  used  for  feeding  lambs  during  those  seasons. 

Cattle  and  calf  slaught'r  will  total  somcv;hat  less  in  19U6  than  in  19^5, 
and  a  farther  moderate  reduction  is  probable  in  19^7<.     Sheep  and  lamb  slaughter 
has  continued  large  d\irin§  the  past  four  years  and -numbers  of  sheep  on  farms 
have  dropped  sharply,     A  'nalt  in  the  dovmsX'/ing  in  sheep  niambers  would  necessitate 
a  sharp  reduction  in  slaughter.     Such  0,  I'educ'tion  m.-iy  occur  in  19^7  if  "the  farm 
Labor  supply  increases  sufficiently  and  if  sheep  and  lamb  nrices  rise. 
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Total  Cattle  Slauf;hter  lic.v^^o  De sp it e  Reduction  ip. 
Inspect ed  S Iru^At er 

Total  cattle  and  calf  slaughter  in  the  first  k  nonths  of  19^6  continued 
at  r  hi.-h  r;ite.    Federally  inspected  slaijghter  v/as  reported  to  he  IS  pf^rcent 
less  than  a  year  er^rlier  hut  a  suhstnntial  diversion  of  cr.ttlo  to  non-f ederally- 
plrnts  occurred  during  this  period.     Sle^Uighter  supplies  of  grain-fed  cattle 
for  the  year  os      whole  v/ill  he  loss  than  in  19^5}  'b'U-t  the  nunher  of  gr'"-;ss-fat 
cattle  slaughtered  in  the  late  aur.'iner  and  fall  nay  not  he  greatly  different  fron 
the  large  slpughter  of  19^5»  ^ 

Blucsten  pastures  in  Kansas  and  Oklrohona  f;re  vrell  stocked  with  cattle  thir 
ye.T,  and  prospects  for  spring  ;'nd  surrmer  grazing  in  those  areas  are  good  to 
excellent.    Most  of  the  cattle  frora  these  pastures  are  usually  n?^rket«d  prior 
to  the  peak  novenent  of  grass-cattle  n.r' rket in ':s,  which  norn?lly  occurs  in  Octoher 

G-rain  Feeding  of  Cattle  Lower  This  Yesr  Than  Last 

The  nujnher  of  cattle  on  feed  in  the  Corn  Eclt  on  April  1  vt^.s  estimrted 
to  he  17  percent  (around  350^000  head)  less  tha.n  .a  year  earlier.    This  percent- 
age reduction  was  the  If^rgest  on  record  except  for  the  years  follovdng  the 
droughts  of  193^  ^-^-cL  1936"    The  sharpest  reduction  in  the  nuraher  of  crttle  on 
food  April  1  this  yea.r  o.'':curred  in  the  6  7/estern  Corn  Belt  States,  whore  numhers 
were  down  ah  out  20  percent.    With  the  recent  sharp  advanco  in  feed  prices  f-nd 
the  uncertainty  as  to  price  ceilings  and  suhsidies,  the  nturbor  of  cattle  put 
on  feed  in  the  next  6  months  may  he  sh-rply  reduced.    The  discontinuance  on 
June  30»  19^6  of  the  50-cont  per  100  pOf-nd  suhsidy  on  sales  of  higher-gra.de 
cattle  will  he  another  factor  tending  to  discourage  feeding. 

.Unless  feed-grain  production  is  unusually  large  this  yer.r  or  unless  there 
is  a  sha.rp  drop  in  feeder  cattle  prices,  the  movement  of  cattle  to  fc-dlots 
in  the  fa.ll  v/ill  he  restricted  and  many  feeder-type  cattle  that  normally  '''ould 
he  gra.in  fed  will  go  straight  to  slaughter.    A  relatively  narrow  spread  hetv.reen 
prices  of  feeder  and  fat  cattle  has  existed  since  last  fadl,  Feeder-cattle 
prices  have  continued  at  record  levels, , while  prices  of  fed  cattle  have  heen 
held  at  levels  only  sli.frhtly  ahove  19^5* 

Hog  Sla ughter  Up  From  Year  Age! 
Lamb  Sla.iT,q:ht er  to  h^  Below  19^5 

Hog  slaughter  under  Federal  inspection  in  Ja.nu:  ry- April  totaled  ly.l 
million  head,  I3  percent  greater  tha.n  a  year  earlier  hut  otherwise  the  low.st 
since  19^+1.     Marketings  hit  a  seasonal  lovr  in  l"te  March  hut  increased  some- 
what in  i^pril  and  early  May  as  m-'rketings  of  fa.ll  pigs  got  underway  in  volume. 
Hog  slaughter  durino::  the  remainder  of  19^6  prohahly  >jill  continue  larger  than  a 
year  earlier.    The  19^5  f<'^-ll  pis  crop  was  1^  percent  .greater  than  a  year  or-rlier^ 
Hogs  frora  the  19^6  spring  crop  are  likely  to  he  m-^rketed  earlier  than  thone  from- 
the  19^*-5  spring  crop,  reflecting  smaller  supplies  and  higher  pric':S  of  corn  dur- 
ing the  summer  a.nd  early  fall  than  a  ye-r  ago.     Total  slaughter  of  hogs  for  the 
year  may  he  around  10  percent  greater  than  the  6S,5  million  head  slaughtered  in 
19^5. 
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Lam"b  and  mutton  production  through  early  April  Mas  greater  than  a  year 
earlier  as  a  result  of  a  large  movement  of  grain-fed  lambs  and  sheep,  including 
"breeding  stock,  and  heavy  market  vreights  of  lambs.    Ewe  slaughter,  though  some- 
what reduced,  continued  to  make  up  a  larger-than-usual  proportion  of  the  total 
slaughter.    March  and  April  were  generally  rpther  favorable  for  the  development 
of  the  early  lamb  crop,  and  the  condition  of  early  lambs  on  May  1  was  above 
average  for  that  date. 

Lamb  slatighter  beginning  in  May  fell  below  a  year  errlier.     Slaughter  is 
likely  to  continue  below  I9U5  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  chiefly  reflecting 
the  13-percent  reduction  in  the  early  spring  crop  ?jad  a  probable  reduction  in 
the  late  crop  of  lambs.    The  total  lajnb  crop  will  be  materially  less  than  the 
28.2  million  head  of  19^5»    Total  slaughter  of  sheep  ejid  lambs  in  19^46  may 
be  the  smallest  since  19^1. 

Civilian  Meat  Supplies  Largo; 
Demand  to  Exceed  Supplies 

During  the  last  oup.rter  of  19^5         the  first  quarter  of  I9U6,  meat 
production  was  at  a  high  level,  second  only  to  the  corresponding  period  of  19^3" 
UU,    Nevertheless,  supplies  v/ere  insufficient  to  meet  the  strong  demand  at 
ceiling  prices.     Milit  -  ry  purcha^ses  were  shrrply  reduced  during  this  period;  as 
a  result,  disappearance  of  meat  into  civilian  channels  during  the  6-month  perioc 
^;as  approximately  S5  pounds  per  capita  tv;o  pounds  greater  than  the  wpxtime  high 
attained  in  the  fall  and  vrinter  of  19^3-^^.     Storage  holdings  of  meat  increased 
less  tha.n  seasonally  in  late  19^5  ^"-d.  errly  19^6. 

5ablG  2s  «  Total  and  p or  capita  civilian  cons^imption  of  meat,  dressed 
meat  basis,  United  States,  1935-39  average,  I9UO-U5. 


Year 


1935-39 

average 

l^:hO. . . 

I9UI... 
19^2... 

19^3... 

19^4.,, 

19^5. 
1/  Prcl 


Pork,  : 

excluding  ^^^^^ 
la.rd  : 


ill,  lb.  Mi  1.1b.  Mil.J-t. 
7,111    1,038  868 


7,265 
8,10U 

6.1+3U 

6,905 
7,617 

uinp-r:;" 


97s 
1,003 
I.05U 
1,028 
1,U66 
1,502 


87^ 

906 

E2k 
865 
92s 


Per  capita 
Lanb 
and 
mutton 


:  Pork  : 
. exclud 
•  1 


All 


ng  'meats 

l8X±  ' 


Mil. lb.  Mj^  lb. Founds  Pounds  Founds    Foundg  'PqvlXI<}. 
7,286 


9,615 
8,830 

S,139 
9,380 

9.9^9 
7,S11 


16,303 

5^.8 

8.0 

6.7 

56.1 

125.6 

18,732 

5^.7 

7.3 

6.6 

72. U 

lUl.O 

IS. 763 

60.5 

7.6 

6.8 

66.5 

lUl.l: 

18,2^5 

61.2 

8.0 

7.2 

61.5 

137.  S 

17,666 

U9.6 

7.9 

6.U 

72. U 

136.3 

I9.IS5 

53.^ 

11.3 

6.7 

77.0 

17,858 

5S.7 

11,6 

7.2 

60.2 

137.7 

I-'ui.Y-JTJl'TE  I'^kS 
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Meat  nupplies  will  Aeclino  until  late  siiruriGr  as  production  decreases 
seasonally.    Although  civilian  RUiiplies  will  he  greater  than  a  yjr.r  ago, 
pupplics  v;ill  not  he  lar^e  •jno"'j<:;;h  ir  tr.s  renainin/.;  n';r.ths  of  the  year  to  fill 
all  donanrls  at  current  retail  i:)rices.    Per  capita  civilian  neat  consumption  for 
19^-6  nay  he  IU5  to  I50  poundp  (drersor'  neat  oasis),  7  to  10  pounds  greater 
than  in  19^5  -ut  15  to  2D  p'-unds  less  than  potontial  denand  at  currently  re- 
portoi  ratail    prices,     Distri'"ution  for  neat  to  civilians  was  controlled  hy 
rationing  in  Although  supplies  will  he  larger  in  I'^hS,  they  will  note 

he  r  o  well  ^Us tribute    anong,  users  and  hy  geographical  areas.  / 

Military  purchases  of  neat  (dressed  carcass  equivalent)  are  not  likely 
to  exceed  cOO  r-dllion  pounds  this  year  conT>ared  with  net  purchases  of  approxi— 
nately  J^.l  hillion  jjounds  in  19^-5.    But  exports  and  ohix^nent  fron  the  United 
Stotcs  nay  he  s  iewhat  larger  than  the,  1,2  olllion  pounds  exported  in  19^. 

Cash  .Incone  ?ron  Meat  Aninalr- ,  in  igU6  .  ta  he  l^ear  19^5; 
Sales :  Reduced  But  p'ricos  Higher         :  '  ... 

Cash  receipts  fron  farn  narketings'  of  neat  aninals  reached  a  record' 
high  in  19^3  cf  5»Sf5  nillion  dollarSj_  alno..;t  2-1/2  tines  as  great  as  the 
1937"*^'l  avci-age.     "R.ecairtr,  declined' to' 5 » 7^2  nillion  dollars  in  19^^  "but 
iucreaoed  tr  5,026  nillion  dollars  in  19%..''' 

Cash  receipts  to  farmers  from  rnles  of  jict  anij.als  in  19^-^-6  prit-^hly 
vrill  he  close  to  th?  estinated  5,S26  nillion  dollars  of  19U5.     Because  of 
smaller  marketin.Ts  of  cattle  and  lanhs  farm  sales  iiay  he  reduced  3  to  5  pprcent 
from  thot:e  of  19^5 .    Mcrt,t-.?ninal  prices  averaged  higher  than  a  year  earlier 
through  If  price  ceilings  on"nc'its  and  neat  animals  aro  continued  at  pre- 

sent levels  in  the  second  ::alf  of  I9U6,  prices  of  neat  animals  for  the  yearare 
likely  to  average  higher  tmn  in  19'*+5i  '^^  around  SO  percent  ahove  the  1937-^1 
avcrago. 

Prices  receive^  hy  farmers  for  all  noat  aninals  as  a  group  in  April 
and  May  this  year  were  slightly  higher  than  a  year  earlier  and  were  exceeded 
only  in  the  spring  and  sunner  of'  1919*     Prices  were  well  ahove  parity  for  all 
c.pocie;";,   except  'rheep.     Hog  prices  were  the  higliest  since  1917-19*  Cattle 
prices  ^^.'ere  the  highest  on  record.    Unit  returns  fron  sales  of  lanls,  includ- 
ing producers'  siih?">idies,   eacceeded  those  of  1917~19»  the  previous  record. 

Mea t- Animal  Production  on  Parrs 

'  ■  '■  ±Ii  i255~t^  Fourth  Large   t  on  Record 

LivewGight  production  of -neat  animal^-.'  on  farns,  v/hich  reached  a  lov; 
-Q-f  21,_?  hill: on  poiinls  i->-  1937  following  th.j  nir?-193^  droughts,  increased 
.■■;reatly  in  t?!;-.  folio vdn/*  t  years,    'pi'oductidn  er^ceeded  40  hillion 'pounds  for 
the  first  tin'c  in  "19'42"  an'',  reached  a  record  high  of  U6.3  hillion  pounds  in 
19^3.     Total  Trr-.'-iuction  of  neat  aninals  declined  in  19^^  -nd  19^5»  nostly  he- 
cause  of  a  decrease  in  hog  r^roduction. 

Meat-aninal  r-roduction  on  farns  an.',  ranches  in  19^5  totaled  ^0.2  hillion 
pounds,  livewoight  —  th''   fourth  largest  on  record.     Production  of  cattle  and 
calves  at  I9.O  hillion  pounds  was  slightly  larger  than  a  year  earlier  and  was 
the  greatest  ever  produced.    Hog  pri^duction,   estinated  at  19«2  billion  pounds, 
was  the  snallest  since  13^1»     Sheep  and  lanh  production  was  the  lowest  since 
1937. 


LWS-46 
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Table  3.-  Cash  income,  sales,  and  prices  received  "by  farmers  for  meat' 
animals,  I937-U1  average,  I9U2-U5  annual,  and  forecast  igUb 


Item 


Cash  receipts  from 
farm  marketings: 
Cattle  and  calves 

Hogs   , 

Sheep  and  lamb  s  . . 


Sales  of  meat  and 
meat  animals: 
Cattle  and  calves 

(live  weipiht  basis) 
Hogs  (live  weight 

basis)   

Sheep  and  lambs, 
(live  weight  basis) 

Average  price  received 
by  farmers  2/  : 
Beef  cattle  (lOO  Ih) 
Veal  calves  (lOO  lb.). 

Kors  (100  lb.)   

Sheep  (100  lb. )   

Lambs  (lOO  lb. )   

Index  of  prices 

received  by  farm.ers, 
all  m.eat  animals  ^/ .  . 


Unit 


Mil.dol 
II  II 

II  n 


Mil. lb. 


II  II 


Dol 
II 

It 

H 
II 


1937-^1 

average 


I9U2 


19^3 


I9UU 


9U5 

(forecast 


1.353  2,293 
9Uq  2,192 
isU  3QL 


S.72 

7.59 
U.20 

8.28 


123 


2.Uqi  U.792 


2,5G1  2,60^ 
2,9^2  2,813 
JU2  303 


3,219 


3  7 '5" 


2,2S8  3.'^'^^ 

 319   llL 

5.865  5^720  5.826  ^rgeo 


17,890  21,lU2  21,U2li  23,589  26,290 
12,6U2  16,697  21.358  21,Ull  16,175 
_2^Ull  2.QU7      3.039  2^825  2.827 


33.003    U0,786    U5.821    47.825    Us. 292  U3.50O 


10.62 

12.  U5 

13.  oU 

5.7s 
11.  7U 


188 


11.90 
13.50 
13.70 
6.57 
12.96 


209 


10.80 
12.50 
13.10 
6.01 
12.51 


200 


12.10 
13.20. 
lU.OO 

6.35 
13.00 


210 


220 


1^/  Preliminary.  2/  Wei^rhted  avera.^re:  19377U1  is  the  simple  average  of  the  v/eighted 
annual  average  for  each  of  ihe  5  years*    ^  August"  1909-JuVv  1914^=  100. 


Table  U.-  Meat-animal  production  on  farms  and  ranches,  livewei?rht,  United 
States,  averages  192U-28,  I929-33 ,  and  I93U-38,  annual  I939-U5 


Cattle  : 

:  Sheep 

Year  : 

and  : 

Hogs 

:  and 

:  Total 

calves  : 

:        lamb  s 

Mil.  lbs. 

Mil.  lbs. 

Mil.  lbs. 

Mil.  lbs. 

I92U-28  average 

12,672 

15,399 

1,603 

29,674 

1929-33  average 

13,796 

l6,0U7 

i,qo6 

31,749 

I93U-38  average 

iU,077 

12,583 

1,917 

28,577 

1939 

15.097 

17.082 

2,0Ul 

34,220 

I9U0 

:  15,523 

17,0U3 

2,087 

3^,713 

I9U1 

16,718 

17,^73 

2.267 

36,458 

I9U2 

17,967 

21,05^ 

2,332 

U1.353 

I9I+3 

12,707 

25.U70 

2.I3U 

46,311 

19^4 

19,012 

20,757 

1,980 

41,749 

19U5  ly 

19,02s 

19.190 

1,959 

40,174 

 nt^  

1/  Preliminary. 


MAY-JUIIE  19^-6 
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GOVERUMENT  ACTIONS 

Livestock  Slaug;hter  Control 
Program  in  Operation 

Following  the  establishment  of  quotas  on  cattle  and  calf  slaughtiir  hj' 
custom  slaughterers  April  1  (OPA  RJVIPR  169,  Amendnent  69),  the  Deprrtment  of 
Agriculture  and  Office  of  Price  Administration  on  April  I5  announced  a  plan  to 
limit  ca.ttle,  calf,  and  hog  slaughter  hy  commercial  slaughterers.    The  oh.ject 
of  t?ie  program  is  to  prevent  undue  diversion  of  'meat  animals  from  regular 
slaughter  estahli shnent s.    The  program  "became  effective  April  28  (except  for 
noninspected  slaughterers  whose  quota  periods  "began  May  1}.     Controls  for 
federally  inspected  plants  arc  contained  in  '/^PO  ■  75~7»  administered  hy  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.     Slaughter  controls  for  non-inspected  slaughterers  are  con- 
tained in  a  new  order,  OPA  Control  Order  No.  2. ■ 

The  nev;  slaughter  control  program,   similar  to  OPA's  Control  Order  ITo.  1, 
which  v/as  in  effect  from.  April  50  'to  September  B,  19^-5.  sets,  quotas  for  cattle 
and  calf  sla-ughter  for  individua,l  slaughterers  at  100  percent  of  their  kill  in 
the  compaxrable  month  or  accounting  period  of  l^hk,     (Quotas  for  hog  slaughter  were 
originally  set  at  SO  percent  of  a.  slaughterer's  monthly  kill  in  19^^.  However, 
reflecting  the  suhstantia.l  increase  in  hog  marketings  an  increase  in  the  hog 
slaTighter  quotas  to  9O  percent  "beginning  with  the  May  accounting  period  vras 
announced  Ma.y  I3.,    The  nev;  order  (WPO  75~7)  linife  total  slaughter  in  federally 
inspected  plants  for  the  first  time.     No  quotas  are  set  for  "Certified"  federally 
inspected  slaughterers,  as  such  controls  are  specif ica,lly  prohibited  by  the 
Patman  Aj^endment  to  the  Price  Control  Act.    No  restrictions  are  placed  upon 
delivery  of  meat,  as  in  Control  Order  No..  1.     Sla.ughtor  by  farm,ers  is  not  re-  ■ 
strict ed. 

To  implement  the  slaughter— control  progra^m,  PLCConstruct ion  Finance  Corpor- 
ation will  vdthhold  subsidy  payments  from,  slaughterers  in  violation  of  quotas. 

Pork  a.nd  Lard  Set-asides  Increased 

Beginning  May  5»  federally-inspected  a.nd  "Certified"  slaughterers  were  re- 
quired to  set  aside  for  Government  purchase  a  quantity  of  pork  equal  to  I5  percent 
of  livewcight  hog  slaughter.    The  previous  or  set-aside  was  I3  percent.  The 
lard  set  aside  also  was  increased,  from  5  percent  to  6  percent  of  liveweight 
slaughter.    The  lard  set-aside  provisions  wore  amended  so  that  rendered  pork 
fat  as  well  as  lard  may  be  delivered  to  the  Government.     Sla.ughterers  in  the 
h  states,  Kentucky  Tennessee,  Virginia  a.nd  West  Virginia,  formerly  exempt  from 
-the  pork  and  lard  set-asides,  were  required  to  set  aside  pork  products  for  govern- 
ment purcha.se  beginning  May  12.     Seven  southern  States  are  nov;  exempt  from  the 
pork  and  lard  reservation  order. 

Peed-Price,  Livest ock-Production 

Policy  Announced;  Fall  Pig-Crop  Goal  Set 

Sharp  increases  in  feed—gra.in  and  protein-feed  prices  effective  May  I3, 
a  price  policy  for  feed,  and  a  livestock-production  policy  were  anno-unced  by 
the  Office  of  Economic  Stabiliza^tion,  the  Department-  of  Agriculture  and  the 
Office  of  Price  Administration  May  g. 
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Authorized  incrensesfih  price  ceilings  on  feed  j^rains  per  tushel  were: 
Corn,  25  cents;  whert,   I5  cents;  oats,  5  cents;  'brrley,  9  cents;  and  rye, 
10  cents.    The  increase  in  grain- sorf^hun  prices  was  18  cents  per  hundred- 
weic^ht.     The  grain-price  schedule  is  intended  to  cover  possihle  further  increase? 
in  p.-^rity;  it  was  stated  that  the  new  price  schedule  can  he  expected  to  continue 
without  chan/'e  at  least  until  Jmie  3^,  19^7«        '  . 

The  follo^^rin£:  increases  in  price  ceilin,9;s  for  protein  feeds,  per  ton 
were  nade:     Cottonseed,  soyhean',     linseed  ?nd  peanut  meals,  00;  fish  neal", 

$LO.n^;;  fishrcr,;,.    7.3O;   •cv.!:-..-;c,    -7.50;        t  scr-.': ,  '  ilO . -^O;  c^.rr.  itrn  neal, 
$L0.00;   -lute::,  feed  an'',  neal,   SlU.OO  aha  minor  meals  an-""  hypro'-uct  feeds  ^aO.OO, 

The  policy  of  the  Govoranont  as  ana'^iuiccd  in  the  May  S  release  is  to  dis- 
courage heavy  grain  feeding  of  cattle  and  to  encourage  marketing  of  hogs  at 
lighter  market  weights,  the  production  of  fev.fer  hogs,  and  less  poultry  pud  eggs, 
'  Ohjcct  is  to  conserve  grain  for  direct  human  consumption.     A  I9U6  fall  pig- 
crop  goal  of  31»5  million  head  was  announced  hy  the  Department  6f  Agriculture 
May  12.  •  The  goal,  10  percent  less  than  the  fall  pig  crop  of  19^5t  refl;ects 
the  nexirly-announced  policy  to  conserve  grain.  ' 

No  price  ceiling  increases  are  planned  for  pork,  top  grades  of  "beef,  eggs, 
or  poultry  during  the  year  ahead,  except  as  may  he  required  by  changes  in 
parity  as  provided  "by  law.    Because  of  the  desirability  of  maintaining  milk 
production  at  a  high  level,  increases  in  feed  costs  v/ill  he  considered  in  any 
further  adjustment  that  may  he  provided  in  returns  to  dairy  farmers. 

The  30-cent  bonus  corn  purchase  program  of  ^the  Department  of  Agricultizre 
'  was  terminated  May  11,    About  two-thirds  of  the  quantity  called  for  in  the 
origina.l  goal  was  purchased  and  all  the  corn  scheduled  for  esqjort  was  obtained 
before  the  program  was  termin?ted. 

imiTSD  STATES  EXPORTS  AITD  IMPORTS  OF  MEAT  AND  MEAT  ANIMALS 

Meo.t  Export s  to  be  Large  in  l^hG 

United  Stp.tes  ' export s  of  meat  this  yec^'r  probably  v;ill  exceed  the  1.2 
billion  pounds,  dressed  meat  basis,  exported  in  19^5t  "^"^^  likely  to  fall 

below  those  of  19^2-UU.    Exports  of  meat,  including  shipments  to  United  States 
territories,  declined  steadily  after  Wdrld  War  I,  reaching  the  very  lovr  avera.^e 
of  197  million' pounds  a  year  in  1935~39»     Exports  rose  shrrply  with  the  begin- 
ning of  the  lend-le^se  program  in  19^1,  ?>i^d  reached  a  record  high  of  2,5 
billion  pounds  in  I9U3    (Table  5).  ' 


Exports  of  meat  to  the  U,  K,  and  U.  S.  S.  E,  continued  relatively  large 
in  early  19^6.     (Tatle  6.)  Exports  to  other  countries,  in  the  first  quarter 
of  19^6  were  greater  than  in  any  war  year.    The  destinations  of  meat'  shipped 
from  the  United  States  this  year  will  "be  much  different  from  those  of  19^5»- 
when  the  United  Kingdom  received  approximately  UO  percent  of  total'  exports 
and  shipments,  Russia  3O  percent,  and  other  countries  the  remaining  30  per~ 
cent.    Under  present  plans  for  19^6,  U,  K.  receive  approximately  20  per- 

cent of  the  total,  Russia  will  receive  a  much  smaller  quantity'-  than  in  19^5»cnd 
c6\ihi.riGe' receiving -'meat  .distributed  through  UNRRA  will  receive  a.lmost  ^6 
percent  of  the  total.    Other  major  recipients  of  meat  v/ill  he  Erance,  Belgium, 
and  the  Netherlands  East  Indies,     Small  quantities  will  he  exported  to  Latin 
American  Republics. 

Imports  Low  in_  19^5-^6 

United  States  imports  of  meat,  which  averaged  262  million  pounds  a  year 
in  1535**39  (dressed  meat  basis),  reached  a  peak  of  3^5  million  pounds  in  , 19^1* 
Imports  totaled  228  million  pounds  and  2^6  million  pounds,  respectively,  in 
I9U2  and  I9U3,  but  dropped  to  practically  nothing  in  l^UM-  and  I9U5.  Meat 
esqjorts  from  the  principal  exporting  countries  of  the  world  are  under  Combined 
Eood  Board  allocation,  tuid  the  United  States  viill  receive  only  a  very  small 
quantity  of  imported  meat  in  19^6, 

Imports  and  Export s  of  Meat  Animals  Small 

Exports  of  cattle,  sheep,  and  hogs  from  the  United  States  in  immediate 
prewar  years  Vv'ere  small,  and  a.lthough  exports  have  increased  during  the  past 
5  years,  they  are  still  small  relative  to  livestock  numbers   or  slaughter. 
Exports  of  slaughter,  feeder  and  stocker  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  go  principally 
to  Mexico,  Canada,  and  Central  American  Republics.    Purebred  or  improved  , 
breeding  stock  are  shipped  frora  the  United  States  to  other  countries  in  rela^-  j 
tively  smll  numbers.    A  relatively  small  number  of  cattle  have  been  shipped  \ 
to  Europe  by  UURRA  since  the  end  of  the  war.     A  strong  demand  for  mert  in 
Mexico  and  high  livestock  prices  in  that  country  contributed  to  the  export 
of  19,56^  cattle,  U,Sgl  sheep,  and  23,32^  hogs  from  the  United  States  in  I9U5. 
Compa.rable  averages  for  1937-39  were  3,5^2  cattle,  1,590  sheep,  and  513  hogs.  • 

Imports  of  cattle  into  the  United  States  in  the  first  3  r^onths  of  I9U6 
were  reported  to  be  1S0,136  head.     Imports  have  averaged  below  prowa.r  during 
the  war  years,  as  Mexico  has  set  export  quotas  and  Cfmada  has  embargoed 
shipments  of  slaughter  ca.ttle.     Imports  of  cattle  by  the  United  States  in 
19^5  totaled  5II1619  of  v/hich  ^35»^35  were  frora  Mexico.    Average  ir:Tports 
into  the  United  States  in  1937-39  were  569,767  head,  including  321,512 
head  from  Mexico.  y 

A  record  member  of  sheep  and  lambs  entered  the  United  States  frora  Canada 
in  late  19^^-^  and  early  19^5  after  the  lifting  of  an  erabargo  on  the  ship- 
ment of  sla.ught er  stock  from  that  country.     The  Canadian  Government  reinsti- 
x'tuted  the  erabargo  July  6,  19^^-5» 
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Table  5  .-  Bjcporto  and  imports  of  meats,  dressed  meat  basis,  1899-1946' 


Year 


Exports  l/ 


Imports 


Beef  and 
veal 


I  I 

I  Pork  t 
I exoluding: 
I     lard  I 


I 

Lamb  t 
and  s 
mutton  ' 


All 
meats 


t  t  «  • 

I  *    Pork     >    Lamb  > 

Beef  Veal    sexeluding:    and  * 
:               ;    lard     •  mutton 


All 
meats 


IvLLX  J.XOZI 

1 

i/LJ.  X  X  J.  \}lX 

iiLX  XX  XUIi 

"IBTlion 

Million 

Mllidn 

Million 

Million 

Million 

pounds 

^J\J  \JJJ\1 0 

rjrtiinH  11 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

pounds 

10*79    •  •  •  •  1 

0-7 

1,433.7 

0,4 

0,2 

0.6 

0.1 

1.2 

1900  ....t 

525.2 

854.1 

.8 

1,380.1 

,7 

.2 

•5 

,1 

1,5 

.0 

1.414.2 

.8 

•6 

,1 

1,6 

XvvC    • • • • 1 

649.3 

3.8 

1,154,7 

.6 

.8 

.1 

1.6 

1 QHT  • 

±y\jo  •  •  •  •  1 

0  .  c 

1  .102.6 

.6 

.9 

.2 

1.8 

X%fV%   •  •  •  •  1 

.6 

1.0 

.2 

1.9 

^"^1  ft 
00  X  •  0 

685.3 

1,218.4 

,7 

1.0 

,2 

2.0 

X9UD 

4OX«0 

f  C(0  .  1 

X 

1,181,3 

,7 

1.0 

,2 

1.9 

404 <,0 

617.7 

1.7 

1,023,4  ■ 

.6 

,1 

.9 

.3 

1.9 

2.1 

^  .X 

909,7 

.6 

.8 

.3 

1.7 

1909  ••••1 

205*2 

498  •! 

2.2 

698.5 

•8 

•  w 

,e 

•5 

2.5 

1910  ...J 

140.0 

331.7 

2.6 

474.2 

1.2 

— 

1.2 

.5 

2,9 

1911  ....I 

123  .9 

480*6 

3.0 

607,5 

1.3 

1.4 

.2 

AVaA    •  ♦  •  •  I 

84*5 

466*6 

5.8 

656,9 

S>.2 

1.4 

•2 

4^8 

XVxd    • • • • 1 

D0«0 

44  ?*o 

0.9 

551,6 

41.9 

•  6 

1.4 

,7 

44,6 

XOU  •rr 

'^Qft  Q 
090*  *7 

276.6 

3.2 

28.3 

20,1 

328,2 

KT  ft  n 

oXOm\J 

t;OX  aO 

0.  V 

X  ,%^>rt,0 

XXX 

1.0 

5.8 

12,0 

130.2 

X^vfOOcO 

0.1 

91  0 

6X.W 

.Q 

.  0 

1.2 

15,8 

38.9 

X^Xf 

0.0 

1   Am  Q 
X,40x.9 

Kl  4 
OX. 4 

a 
,  5? 

2.9 

5,7 

60,9 

X^Xo 

X^  0^9 *  f 

9  ^ 
c  .0 

9  Tfifi.'C 
6,1 Ou.O 

V  f 

.9 

3*8 

,6 

380.7 

Xf 090*9 

O.O 

£ , OWO. X 

f  v.o 

4,9 

5.8 

8.3 

94.8 

1920  ....1 

219.8 

949.3 

4.0 

1,173.1 

51.0 

9,8 

2,5 

102.2 

165.5 

1921  ....t 

85.1 

788.2 

2/  64,6 

927.9 

29.6 

4.0 

1.1 

25.7 

60.4 

C  (  •» 

'90.D 

2.1 

843.6 

00*  f 

0*0 

1  9 

X,6 

19.1 

X6  .X 

90.1 

1,036.7 

2.7 

1,129.5 

29.8 

?-ft 
6  •  0 

1.6 

X,  V 

5.6 

39,9 

Xac4  • • • • 1 

86.1 

767,3 

2,0 

855.4 

31.6 

A-A 

7.1 
f  ,x 

2.2 

45,5 

80.4 

578.3 

2,0 

660.7 

33.0 

3,7 

?  .  V 

2.7 

48,7 

ISCD     • • • • 1 

70,6 

449.6 

1.7 

521.9 

72.2 

3,9 

X£  .0 

91,9 

1927 

69.1 

344.1 

1,5 

414.7 

133.8 

7.6 

99  R 

9  fl 

1  fifi  7 

1928   

59.0 

363.3 

1.5 

423.8 

181.9 

8,0 

13.4 

3.4 

206,7 

1929   

63.5 

407.5 

1.4 

472.4 

245.5 

5.2 

8.9 

4.0 

263,6 

1930  ....1 

59.0 

339.3 

2.1 

400.4 

134.3 

1.9 

2.6 

.7 

139,5 

1951  

58.1 

224.4 

1.6 

284.1 

52.1 

.3 

4.1 

.2 

56,7 

19S2  

32.3 

175.4 

1,4 

209.1 

63.2 

.1 

6.1 

.1 

69.5 

1933  ....1 

39.2 

201.8 

1,6 

242,6 

104.3 

.1 

3.1 

107,5 

1934   

55.9 

210.8 

1,9 

268.6 

117.8 

1.7 

119,5 

1936   

52.6 

136.2 

2,3 

191,0 

200.7 

.2 

11,1 

212,0 

19S6  

54.3 

118.3 

1.9 

174,5 

225,6 

.1 

44.9 

270,6 

1937   

50.6 

114.4 

2,0 

167,0 

226.6 

.2 

80.2 

«1 

307,1 

1938  .... 

52.6 

162.5 

2,2 

207,3 

199.6 

.1 

57.2 

256.9 

1939  ....1 

52.4 

191.8 

2,1 

246,3 

219,1 

.2 

44.9 

•1 

264.3 

1940   

6&«5 

162.8 

2,5  220.8 

167,4 

5.9 

.2 

173.6 

1941  

I    106.3 /fi'^  B6M^ 

12.41. 

.1 

315.0  -' 

1942  ....1 

4»s«i? 

1.&  + 

..5 

228*»-  - 

1943  .... 

197*53 ' 

'.)2,-203:«4/Jv?^U»«e;^>'l  .1 2,&SO«4Ww 

.8 

246^  - 

1944  .... 

186  .  2li" 

:^l,690>3'r 

6-f&  -•  •  ■ 

1945  3/  . 

&59T6-Jii,')  90&.&-*' 

i.iearfriik'.-;  —  ,27.ti — 

2.as 

2ti«  /.I  •, 

1  '-K 

1  ji."'  t .  1 

4^  UA- 

'■  ' . ' ' 

Z/  Mostly  reexports. 
i/  Preliminary. 

Souroei    1899-1939,  U.S.D.A.  Teohnioal  Bulletin  No.  764,  Trends  in  Production  and  Foreign  Trade  for 
Meats,  1941,  page  58,  conT-erted  to  a  dressed  meat  basis  from  Department  of  Coimneroe  datai  1940-46 
fj-om  records  and  reports  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Department  of  Commerce. 
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Tabla   6»-  Esporta  of  meats  from  the  United  States  to  United  Kingdom,  USSR,  and 
other  countries,  excluding  shipments  to  territories  -  1937-39  average,  1940-46 


1  1 

Average, 

> 

t 

1 

1 

Jan.v 

Item 

1940  I 

1941  « 

1942  1 

1941 

1944      t  1945 

March 

,  1937-39, 

t 

1 

> 

1 

1946 

iThous.lb.Thous.lb.Thous.lb.Thous.lb.Thous.lb.Thous.lb.  Thous.lb.lhous.lb. 

Beef  and  Veal 

United  Klnedom 

Fresh  and  frozen,  pickled  and  cured 

t  237 

80 

258 

867 

25,115 

17,214 

33,207 

57,866 

Corned  beef,  beef  hash,  roast  beef  and  canned  beefi  1,846 

297 

7,786 

e,oo2 

112 

797 

1/ 

4 

Pork 

Frssh  and  frozen 

%  5,528 

7,044 

190 

71,106 

515,806 

649,464 

227,921 

13,963 

Hams  emd  shoulders,  cured 

t  42,868 

7,719 

50,144 

61,925 

129,297 

76,920 

52,745 

3,234 

Bacon 

1  1,975 

2,618 

63,508 

57,084 

21,375 

116,551 

10,106 

64 

Cumberland  and  Wiltshire  sides 

1  2,478 

5,027 

4,790 

110,249 

72,700 

2,783 

7,551 



Ricled  or  salted 

:  1,228 

3,439 

36,786 

16,478 

3,133 

80,760 

223 

72 

Canned 

s  6,902 

4,022 

48,757 

118,680 

96,610 

18,702 

1,145 

8,282 

Lamb  and  Mutton 

«  70 

24 

11 

4,535 

123,742 

24,709 

8,772 

7,161 

Sausage,  bologna  and  frankfurters 

t  28 

997 

176 

1,092 



Sausage,  canned 

1  S3 

S 

74,272 

241,037 

176,903 

26,253 

fuo 

6,584 

Canned  meat,  other 

1  835 

459 

43,1^ 

23,828 

141,876 

8*743 

43 

TOTAL 

t  63,548 

30,732 

329,636 

710,787  1,104,838 

923,988 

341,780 

97,323 

Beef  and  Veal 

USSR 

Corned  beef,  beef  hash.roast  beef  and  cemned  beefs  — 



 2,731 

4,482 

77 

9,421 

15,950 

Pork 

t 

Kams  and  shoulders,  cured 

1   



6,384 

17,662 

1,675 

1,635 



Bacon 

:  — 

29,620 

16,852 

4,068 

19,992 



Pickled  or  salted 

J   

— 

43,644 

254,476 

160,527 

81,020 



Canned 

t   

— 

64,531 

121,757 

62,477 

47,538 

1,706 

Sausage,  bologna  and  frankfurters 

I 



674 

198 

422 

8 

40 

Sausage,  canned 

!  — 

— 

122,792 

191,244 

194,149 

81,229 

6,583 

Canned  meat,  other 

— 

14,530 

213,987 

202,942 

28,324 

69,256 

TOTAL 

— 

284,906 

822,065 

616,337  269,167 

93,535 

Beef  and  Veal 

Other 

Countries 

Fresh  and  frozen,  pickled  and  cured 

1  11,586 

15,829 

19,534 

llt699 

10,399 

8,185 

22,089 

109,403 

Corned  beef,  beef  hash,  roast  and  canned 

beef       I  570 

448 

781 

965 

673 

1,764 

29,337 

62,062 

Pork 

Fresh  and  frozen 

1  9,583 

32,766 

6,987 

3,444 

3,098 

1,801 

837 

1,334 

Haina  and  shoulders,  cured 

«  7,116 

9,611 

16,650 

2,957 

2,967 

2,224 

1,144 

Bacon 

1  6,760 

6,556 

10,627 

5,993 

2,655 

1,545 

2,169 

300 

Cumberland  and  Wiltshire  sides 

1  21 

3 

34 

489 

40 

1/ 

Pickled  or  salted 

t  11,460 

12,340 

26,135 

12,239 

9,716 

16,067 

26,425 

4,395 

Canned 

I  1,415 

2,689 

3,521 

47,317 

25,076 

40,269 

25,638 

10,953 

Lamb  and  l&itton 

t  442 

591 

603 

632 

461 

603 

1,051 

478 

Sausage,  bologna  and  frankfurters 

t  1,213 

1,935 

2,502 

2,879 

372 

492 

576 

345 

Sausage,  canned 

«  1,490 

1,254 

2,276 

26,790 

29,383 

36,494 

10,465 

15,325 

Carmed  meat,  other 

1  1.206 

1,463 

2,251 

2,214 

12j443 

3,378 

133,399 

183,690 

TOTAL 

t  51,862 

85,486 

91,901 

117,627 

96,286 

112,345 

252,210 

379,429 

Beef  and  Veal 

Total, 

all  countries,  exol,  U«S, 

territories 

Fresh  and  frozen,  pickled  and  cured 

«  11,828 

15,909 

19,792 

12,666 

36,512 

25,399 

56,296 

167,269 

Corned  beef,  beef  hash,  roast  and  canned 

beef       »  2,116 

746 

8,567 

8,698 

5,267 

2,638 

38,758 

68,016 

Pork 

Fresh  and  frozen 

t  14,911 

39,810 

7,177 

74,649 

318,903 

551,265 

228,758 

15,297 

Hams  and  shoulders,  cured 

i  49,984 

17,330 

66,794 

71,266 

148,991 

81,552 

56,604 

4,428 

Bacon 

t  7,736 

9,174 

74,135 

92,697 

40,880 

121,964 

32,267 

364 

Cumberland  and  Wiltshire  sides 

1  2,499 

5,030 

4,824 

110,738 

72,t40 

2,783 

7,551 

Pickled  or  salted 

«  12,688 

15,779 

62,921 

71,361 

267,325 

247,344 

107,668 

4,467 

Canned 

«  8,517 

6,711 

52,278 

230,528 

242,442 

121,448 

72,321 

20,941 

Lamb  and  lAitton 

1  612 

615 

614 

5,167 

124,193 

26,312 

9,823 

7,639 

Sausage,  bologna  and  frankfurters 

1  1,241 

1,935 

2,602 

4,550 

746 

2,006 

584 

385 

Sausage,  canned 

1  1,543 

1,257 

76,548 

590,619 

396,630 

256,896 

91,804 

28,492 

Canned  meat,  other 

«  2,041 

1,922 

45,385 

40,572 

368,306 

215,063 

161,723 

252,989 

TOTAL 

1  116,410 

116,217 

421,537  1A13.311  2.021,833 

1,652,670 

863,157 

570,287 

1/  Less  than  600  I^sT 


Compiled  from  reports  of  the  U*  S*  Depcu-tment  of  Comnerce* 


LWS-U6 
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Table    7.-  United  States  exports  of  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  from  the  United  States, 

1937-39  average,  1940-46 


,  t 

1 

1  1 

t 

i  1 

Jamuary- 

Country  of  destination 

Average 

X90  1  —0  *7 

t 

1940 

1  1941 
1 

i  1942  i 
1  t 

1943  1 
1 

1944 

1  1945  1 
1  1 

^te.rch 
1946 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Cattle 

Uexioo  1 

2,172 

2,271 

3,940 

7,988 

11,424 

Venesuela 

277 

103 

84 

8 

36 

336 

1,882 

Panana  Canal  Zone 

1  107 

299 

261 

37 

202 

203 

Cuba 

243 

261 

166 

287 

6 

41 

67 

Canada 

216 

126 

251 

190 

106 

226 

197 

Chile 

1  30 

87 

3 

1 



British  Malaya 

72 

66 

92 



— 

Panama  Republic 

89 

5 

3 

157 

88 

Other  countries 

366 

5j703 

Total 

1  3,562 

3.892 

5,762 

4,834 

4,402 

10,216 

19,564 

9,554 

Sheep  and 

lambs 

Mojcioo 

1  690 

778 

1»654 

1,277 

2,471 

23,617 

4,605 

Canada 

255 

40 

18 

123 

91 

186 

11 

Venesuela 

1  3S 

1,041 

China 

1  425 

■Japafa 

1  119 

Other  eountriea 

1  70 

31 

40 

4 

21 

22 

265 

Total 

1  1,590 

844 

1,612 

1,404 

2,523 

24,866 

4,881 

562 

Hog« 

Caoa4a 

1  269 

1,004 

2 

3 

20 

315 

9 

liexioo 

r  49 

86 

478 

42 

549 

27,901 

23,042 

Other  oountrlM 

1  196 

222 

211 

84 

44 

288 

275 

Total 

1  513 

1.312 

691 

129 

613 

28,504 

25,324 

2,770 

Compiled  from  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United  States  and  other  official  records  of  the 
Department  of  Connaroea 


Table  8  •••  United  States  iiqporta  of  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  for  consumption  and  breeding, 

1937-39  average,  1940-46 


Country  of  origin 

*  Average 

*  1937-39  ' 
(  1 

1 

1940  1 
t 

1 

1941  1 
1 

1 

1942  1 
t 

t 

1943  t 
t 

1 

1944  i 
1 

1945 

1 
1 
i 

January- 
March 
1946 

1  Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Numb 

er 

Number 

Cattle 

lisxleo 

1  321,512 

411,445 

496,384 

455,625 

587,956 

301,126 

435, 

435 

148,623 

CaxuiAa 

1  245,858 

252,260 

252,553 

213,139 

64,647 

57,125 

76, 

180 

31,615 

British  West  Indlaa 

1  695 

Other  oountries 

1  1,722 

1,531 

645 

89 

27 

18 

54 

Total 

t  669,767 

645,236 

749,282 

668,851 

652,610 

358,269 

511, 

619 

180,156 

Sheep  and 

lambs 

liexioo 

1  3,855 

7,847 

1,189 

2,064 

British  West  Indies 

1  654 

French  West  Indies 

1  190 

CanaAa 

1  2,695 

5,576 

4,326 

5,410 

3,087 

138,544 

Other  countries 

1  1,560 

7 

29 

55 

12 

125 

Total 

«  S,686 

3,383 

12,202 

5,463 

140,733 

101, 

14C 

554 

Hogs  1/  (in  thousand  pound 

s) 

Canada 

t  5,607 

65 

8,249 

10 

16 

5 

16 

1 

Mexico 

1  6 

774 

82 

Other  countries 

t  55 

Total 

1  5,566 

55 

9,023 

92 

16 

5 

16 

1 

1/  Excludes  a  small  number  for  breeding, 
Compiled  from  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  United  States  and  official  records  of  the  Departmsnt 
of  Cosmeroeo 


Earopean  Meat  Production  at 
Low  Level 


-  Ig  - 


The  United  Kingdom,   the  principal  meat  importing  country  of  the  world., 
had  prewar  imports  of  around         "billion  pounds  of  meat  a  year.  Continental 
Europe,  excluding  USSR,  had  a  prewar  net  export  balance  of  3OO  to  HOO  million 
pounds  a  year.     Only  a  relatively  small  part  of  the  United  Kingdom's  imports 
were  from  the  United  States, 

Table  9^-  Meat  production,  consumption  and  world  trade 
prewar,  and  estimated  vrorld  meat  production 
I9UU  and  19^15  1/ 


Pr  ev;ar 


Country 


i  Net  iripor  t« :  Conr- 
Produc-  ;  or  net     ;  sump- 
tion     :  exports  :  tion 


:Mil.  lb. 


:  19M^ 

Produc- 

'  Produc- 

•  tion 

•  tion 

J/ 

Mil.lb. 

Mil  .lb. 

United  States   :  l6,lg2  65  16,303  2U,6Ug  22,  S9I 

Canada    l.^iy  -I6I  1,256  2,620  2,l40S 

United  Kingdom  :  2,577  3,38?  5,913 

Australia  :  2,094  -kso  1,598  2,321  2,Ol6 

New  Zealand   1,127  "59^         533  l.lOU  1,173 

Continental  Europe  (Excl.  USSR)     :  2^,100  -37O  23,.730  17,0^10  I3.I5O 

Sotth  America   200  -  2,030  6,170  S,500  7,S00 

Other  countries   :  10,103         \ 

Total  k/   ,:~^~S00  ^    66,100    59,  300" 

1/  Carcass  meat  excluding  edible  offal. 
2/  Or  apparent  disappearance. 
3/  Preliminary. 

5/  Total  includes  kO  countries,  which  in  193^  produced  66.3  billion  pounds 
of  meat  out  of  a.n  estimated  total  of  7^  cillion  pounds  for  67  countries  exclud- 
ing China, 

Foreign  data  from  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Eelntions,  USLA. 

Hog    numbers  in  Europ-v  (including  U.K.  and  Eire  but  excluding  Itussia) 
in  early  19^6,   estimated  at  around  hS  million  head,  were  57  percent  less  than 
the  average  for  I936-U0.     Total  hog  numbers  in  the  United  Kingdom  were  less 
than  half  as  large  as  prewar.    Hog  nur.bers  in  Eu.rope  declined  sharply  during 
the  war,  chiefly  because  of      lack  of  imported  feeds.     The  present  world  short- 
age of  feed  R.nd  food  grains  will  prevent  any  gre-xt  increase  in  hog  numbers 
on  the  continent  and  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  next  year  or  two.  European 
hog  numbers  also  declined  during  the  first  ¥orld  yh.v;  it  wa,5  not  until  I926, 
or  g  years  after  the  Ar.mistice,  that  numbers  v.'ere  restored  to  about  the  prewar 
level.    Mti^at  production  Europe,   excludirg  the  Soviet  Union,  was  estimated  to 
be  57  percent  of  prev^'rj.r  in  19^5 a  compared  v/ith  Jl  percent  of  prewar  in  19^^. 


-  .19  - 


The  number  of  ccttl.e  in  coiitinpntal  Europe  in  19^5  ^'^-^  estimated  to 
l5e  leSR  than  90  percent  of  1936-40,  althou^^h  cattle  nui-.lDers  .  in  the  United 
Kingdom  were  c-,round  10  p-rc-nt  £;reater  than  pre^var.     Some  increase  in  ^iropean 
cattle  numbers,  raocstly  dairy  stock,  is  expected  this  year. 

Ihe  British  Kini^try  of  Tood,  on  behalf  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  other 
United  iTations,  has  agreed' to  purchase  Argentira's  exportable  meat  nurrlus, 
excepting  supT>lies  for  ne^itrals  ani  other  Latin -Amor i can  countries,  until  Oetc- 
ber  1,  19Ug.  'This  will  be  principally  beef,  ond  on  the  basis  of -present  live- 
stock trends,  purchases  -onder  the  agreement  ,v:ill  total  1»600  million  pounds 
to  2,000  million  rourdj;  annually,  dressed  weight .  equivalent.     The  United.  Kir.gic 
has  agreed  to  purchase  a  minimum  of  350  million  to  UOO  million  pound"  of  bacor 
and  ham  from  Canada  ia  I9U7  and  19^3,     Exports  thir:  year  from  Canada  to  the 
United  Kingdom  will  total  ot  around  Y^O  million  pounds  cnnpared  wich  -in  averag 
of  165  million  in  19  3^32.     Prewar  exports  of  rneat  from  Australia  pnd  Pew 
Zealand  totaled  around  1.100  million  pounds  and' went  chiefly  to  the  United  , 
Kingdom.     Export;;  from  Aurtr.ilia  and -Few  "ealand- in  I945  were  arour.d  25  P«i^ 
cent  greater  than  prewar,  and  with  average  weather  in  the  next  few  years  could 
easily  be  continued  at  this  rate. 


Table  10.- 


Total  meat  production,  production  iinder  Tederal  ins; 
inspected  production,  United  States,  1900-4b 


s pec t ion  and  non- 


J_I)r.ta_Jf.-_r  c  -ver  p^3£e__chr  .rt)_ 


.•Total  meat 

Year*P^°'^^^*^'^^ 
: excluding 

:  lard 


1900 
1901 
1902 

X90  3 
I90U 

1905 
1906 
1907 
190  g 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 

1913 
191U 
1915 


Mil^lb. 
12,gU7 

13.1^1 
12,6?5 
13.362 
13.592 

ik, 219 
lU,ll71 
Ik,  7g2 

15.393 

lU,  7U0 

13>9'^^^^' 
1^,269 
1^.^53 
iU,47'5 
lJ+,103 
lU.ggb 


Year 


1916 

1917 

191g 

1919 

1926 

1921 

1922 

1923 

19  2^!- 

1925 

1926 

1927 
1926 

1929 

1930 

1931 


M  e  a  V,  p  r )  du  c  t  i  0  n 
t  xc].u^;-'g_lard 
Jedeially; 


■Total    •    ^tiatjxciaxy;  Q^her 

  ;  inspected;..  

mi  j'b.  Mil.  lb.    Mil  oil:, 


15.907 
IS, 501 
17,3141 
16,6^-2 
15,33'^ 

15,17s  9.725 

i6,i^g  10,657 

17,702  12,069 

1^,595  ll,9g2 

16,  ^9B  11,28? 

16,649  11,U65 

16,3.21  ll.jSU 

lc,24g  11,433 

16,147  11.296 

16,016  10,S?2 

16,456  11,147 


5.393 
'^.Usi 

=0, 639 


y.-lj; 


5.313 

5,13U 

;+,937 
4,S09 

?51 

S,02U 

5.3O:; 


Year . 


Meat  production 
excluding  lard   


:      "  I  inspected; 

TTMii,-ib.  I/iT:ib. 


1932:l6,'-^lg 
1933:17,317 
1934:1?»630 

1935:1^.^23 
1936  : 16, 762 

19.^^7:15,709 

193s  :1b,  5^79 

19  39  47, 5  3^^ 
1040:12.995 

194i:i9,U93 

19^+2:21,733 
l9;n,;2U,l36 
19^4.2^,670 

1/191+5 '.22,  C91 


10,756 
11,651 

1^.,123 
9,42^ 

11. 337 

10, 512 

10,983 
11,609 

12,355 
13.^33 

l5,!■^56. 

16, S3^ 
17,924 

15.363 


Mil. lb. 

5,662 
5, 666 
^,707 
^,999 
5,37'3 

'^:^97 

5,496 

5,925 
6,1^0 

b.ObO^ 
6,2S2 

7.522 


. 1/  Prel iminary.  2/  Forecas t . 


Table  11.-  Index  nur.ibers  of  ohysic-'-l  .volume  of  farm  marketings,  neat  animals, 

average  and  194  ;-Ur,,  io^.y^  ^  100  l/_ 

(Eata  for  on-^;  '^ection  (;f  irgide  cover-  page  c hart )    


Year 


1935-UU  av. 
T.9^' 


Jan.*  Feb.;  Mar."  Apr!  May  'June  ;  July  *,  Aiig.  [Sept.;  OctVlTov.   ;  Dec. 


123 
163 


105 
124 
150 


112 
122 
113 


110 
113 


112 
126 


log 

119 


102 
113 


,111 
121 


I2U 
133 


143 
172 


146 
172 


135 
151 


1/  Unadjusted  for  seasonal  vari  -tion. 


MY-Jmra  I9I+6  "  20  - 

Liv'^'i^.tock  price?,  per  100  poiinds  (ercept  v/here  noted),  marketings  and 
slaui^liter  statistic-.,  "by  species,  April  19^6,  v/ith  comparisons 

____  ?jycss  

t    January^^^^il         ;  19i4-5  !  •     '  19UF" 


Item 


I9UI1-  I  19I1.5  ;i9l|6    [April  jFet.     j March. ; April 


D&l.      Dol.      Dol.      Del.      Dol.      Dol.  Dol. 


Cr?.ttle  and  calves  : 
Sepf  stenrs  sold  out  of  firet  : 
.hands,  Chicago:  : 

Choice  and  irime   :  iS.jg    iG  jk    I7.U6    17.2?    17.U6    17.35  17^2^ 


Good 


15.17    15.67    16.^2    16.11    16.36    16.37  16.^6 

Medium   :  13,^5    lU.lU    150O9    l'+.U7    1U.96    15.17  15.^ 

Common   :  11. 5I    12.02    12. 56    12. Uy    12.32    12.S^.-  13.21 

All  grades   :  lU.97    15.^-^0    16.36    16.1*4    16.1^1    16?26  16.56 

Good,  grade  cows,  Chicago   :  12. 6S    1U.53    ll+.12    lh,Sk    I3.6IJ-    1^.37  1^.^^+ 

Vealers:  Gd.  and  ch. ,  Chicago  1U.50    15.6g    I5.23    l6.6g    IU.99    I5.66  I5.5O 

Stocker  and  feeder  steers,  : 

Kansas  Cit,7   :  12.59    13.22    lK?^h    13,90    1U.7I    15.22  I5.S6 

Ay.  price  rec'd  hy  farmers:  : 

Beef  cattle    ,  :  11. 72   P. 05      12. SO    I3.IO    12. 60    I3.IO  13-70 

Veal  calvr-s   :  13.0S    13.^5    13. 9^    13.90    13-90    1^.10  1^1.30 

Hogs  " : '  ' 

Av.  m.ark9t    •rice,  Chicago:    .  ! 

Parrows  and  gilts  .  .  .-  .:  13.70 

Sows   :  12.70 

All  Mnrchase;^   :  13 .5^ 

Av;  orice  rec'd       farmers  for  : 

hogs   :  12.90 

Av.  orice  rec'd  hy  farmers  for  : 

corn  1/  :  IIJ.E 

Hog-corn  -.rice  ratio,  U.  S.  2/  ..:     11. U 
Sheep  and  lamhs  : 
'Lamhs,  gd,  and  oh.,  Chicago  .....:  16.IC 
Feeding  lam'bs,gd.  and  ch. ,  Omaha.:  13«03 

Ewes,  gd,  and  ch.,  Chicago  J  S.56 

Av.  -orice  roc'd  hy  farmers:  : 

Sheep   :  b.6l 

Lamhs   :  13.20 

Index  retail  meat  -^rices  3.^   '•  130.5 

Index  intone  of  iiidttatrtal  : 
workers 


lU.OO 

1U.69 

l'4.Six 
ll+.OS 

1U.7S 

i'-+.75 
lU.oo 
1U.71 

1U.S5 
lU.io 
1U.77 

1U.S5 

l!-MO 

11;.  So 

11I.S5 

1^.10 

lU.Sl 

13.9s 

lU.  18 

lU.lO 

1U.20 

1U.20 

11+.20 

106.  s 
■  13.1 

112.  S 
12,6 

107.0 
13.2 

111.0 
12. s 

llU.O' 

12.5 

116.0 

12.2 

16.  U6 
13.6s 
S.9S 

15.60 
15.16 
7.9^ 

16.  S2 
ll+.OO 

9. US 

15.2s 
15.50 
7.90 

15.69 
15.3s 

S.Ol 

16.53 
15-30 
S.60 

6.70 
13 . 5? 
130.6 

6.73 

13  .''^s 

7.17 

13.90 

130  ..S 

6.6U, 
13.30 

131.3 

6.Sg. 
13.60 
131.3 

7.03 
ll+.OO 

331 

323  ,  . 

219 

2^S 

 Wumher  sl-aughtr-red  under  Federal  inspeoti qn  and  market  statistics  

t  Thous .  Thoug Th^us  .  Thous.  -  Thous .   .  Thou».  Thous 

Cattle  :  U,179  k,S2k  3,65-^5 

Calves,  :  2,029  2,05U  1,796 

Sheep  and  lamhs   !  6,350  6,926  7,350 

Hogs  ....:2S,67l+  15,106  17,163 

Av, -live  weight  of  hogs,                 t  L"bj_  Lh.  Lh. 

7  markets  ;   ~2US  255  25S 

Percent  packing  sows  are  of           :  Pct_.  Pet.  Pet. 

'.all  purchases,  7  markets   :  6  \  ~U 

1/  Gents  per  "bushel.  2/  Numher  of  hushcis  of  co:L^n  equivalent  in  value  of  100 
Dounds  of  live  hogs.  ^/  Bureau  of  .Later  Statistics,  19^5-39  ~  100.  U/  1935- 
39  =-100. 


979 

1,015 

30h 

715 

U77 

U27 

koh 

1,507 

3,066 

2,196 

1,97s 

1.736 

l+,69S 

3,636 

3,S5g 

Lh. 

Lh. 

Lh. 

Lhj., 

266 

26U 

253 

252 

Pet. 

Pet. 

Pet,  •.  . 

Pet. 

3 

-  5 

3 

2 

21 


PRICES  OF  DOMESTIC  AND  FOREIGN  FINE  WOOLS,  SCOURED  BASIS, 
AT  BOSTON,  AND  SPREAD  BETWEEN  THESE  PRICES, 
1935-39  AVERAGE,  AND  194C-46 


CENTS 

PER 
POUND 

120 


100 


80 


60 


40 


20 


0 


uiululi 


_  PRICES 

1    Domestic  1 

^^^^ (  Territory,  fine  combing ) 

- 

^^^"^CCC  pure 

base  price 

Vj 

/ 

  Foreign   

f  Australian  64s,  70s,  good 
^  topmaking,  excluding  duty  J 

^  CCC  sa/e 

s  price 

1 
1 

.  1  iJ  U  1  1^ 

iul  Lliululu. 

J.l-lj.ll  LLllJ.[ulLl.lijJLu 

Xl  LnJjxLU-l  U  LjjJj.1  I  LI 

ljj.1  1  Ij  1  1  1  1 

I 

PRICE  SPREAD 

^^^^CCC  pur 

cfiase  price 

CCC  sa 

les  price 

— ^  ^  ^  

f  Tariff  rate  Jess  a  deduction  for 
difference  in  preparation  of  wools  ) 

I  1  1.1  1  1  1  iXllL  l.Ll  L.1.11  l  l  il  1  J  1  1  I  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  L  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  I  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  J 

■LI  1  1  1  1  1 1 1  1  1 

ixLi.ilj.dii. 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1935-39  AV.  1940  1942  1944  1946  1948 

PPJCES  OF  DOMESTIC  AND  FOREIGN  WOOL  COMPILED  FROM  REPORTS  OF  THE  PRODUCTION  AND  MARKETING  ADMINISTRATION 


U.  S   DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


NEG.  4S633     BUREAU   OF  AGRICULTURAL  ECONOMICS 


FIGURE  2. 

As  a  result  of  recent  reductions  In  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  selling  prices, 
prices  paid  by  United  States  mills  for  domestic  wools  are  now  in  more  nearly  normal  re- 
/lationship  with  prices  of  imported  wools  than  at  any  time  since  1939.  The  spread  between 
Boston  prices  (scoured  basis)  of  domestic  fine  combing  territory  wool  and  imported  fine 
topmaking  Australian  wool,  before  payment  of  duty,  was  about  25  cents  a  pound  in  April. 
This  was  about  the  same  as  the  1935-39  average  spread  and  was  about  equa,1  to  the  import 
duty  of  31  cents  a  pound  with  ad justment  f  or  the  better  preparation  of  Imported  fine  wools. 


MAY-JUKE 


«  22  - 


THE  VroOL  SITUATION 

Wool  Prices  will  continue  to  Depend 

on  Government  Program  '  .  , 

Prices  of  domestic  wool  to  United  States  growers  a)id  to  mills,  at  least 
until  November  1,  1946,  v/ill  continue  to  be  determined  by  Government's  pur- 
chase and  sales  program.    Prices  to  growers  v;ill  continue  about  at  present 
levels  during  this  period,  since  the  CCC  v/ill.  continue  to  piircha.se  wool  lontil 
that  date  under  the  current  purchase  program.     Since  November  27,  1945,  under 
a  policy  designed  to  permit  sales  of  domestic  wool  at  prices  more  or  less  in 
line  with  comparable  foreign  v^ool,  CCC  has  been  making  domestic  wool  available 
to  mills  at  prices  much  belov;  the  purchase  price. 

Prices  of  foreign  wool  are  now  largely  determined  by  the  prices  at  vhich 
the  British  Joint  Organization  is  selling  Australian,  New  Zealand  and  South 
African,  wools     These  prices  will  remain  lonchanged  througli  June  30,  the  end  of 
the  present  selling  season  in  those  countriesa    Prices  after  June  30  v.ill 
be  determi.ned  largely  by  the  British  program  for  the  nev.'  season.     The  British 
Joint  Organization  will  regulate  offerings  when  auctions  are  resum.edt     It  will 
also  be  prepared  to  buy  British  Dominion  wool  at  a  "gtabilization  price"  if  the 
wool  is  not  sold  to  commercial  interests  at  this  or  a  higher  price*    This  v/ill 
act  as  a  support  for  prices  in  foreign  m.arket3, 

Yforld  supplies  of  wool  are  imusually  large,  but  most  of  th .  supply  for 
export  is  controlled  by  tlic  British  Joint  Organization.     The  Organization  "hold 
about  four-fifths  of  the  1945  total  carry-over  in  the  principal  exporting 
countries  and  v/ill  held  an  equally  large  part  of  the  1946  carry-over.  Prices 
in  South  American  markets  have  been  firm  in  recent  months  £.nd  for  m.ost  grades 
appear  to  be  fuil;;^-  in  line  vdth  prices  of  similf.>r  - Australian  and  New  Zealand 
wools. 

CCC  Sales  of  Domestic  Wool 

RelatTveTy  Sirall,  Stocks  Large 

The  increase  in  CCC  sales  of  domestic  wool  which  immediately  followed 
the  February  price  reduction  was  not  maintained  in  following  weeks.    A  year's 
sales  at  the  March  rate  vc>  uld  amount  to  little  more  than  half  of  our  1946  in- 
dicated domestic  production.     The  1946  clip  is  noif  arriving  in  volume  for 
appraisal  and  purchase,  and  CCC  stocks  will  increase  rapidly  unless  sales  to 
mills  are  greatly  increased. 

The  greater  port  of  CCC  stocks  of  dom.estic  wool  are  fine  and  halfblood 
wools.    These  grades  constituted  75  percent  of  the  shorn  v/ool  and  about  47 
poroent  of  the  pulled  v/ool  stocks  (actual  weight).    About  17  perc3nt  of  the 
shorn  wool  and  49  percent  of  the  pulled  wool  stocks  graded  3  /8  blood  and  1/4 
blood. 
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April  1  Carryover  of  Apr)t:.rel  Vv'ool 
Much  Larger  thun  a  Year  Eajrli^er 

United  Stf.tes  atocks  of  appuroi  wool  iiavo  incretuied  considerably  during 
the  past  year.    On  April  1,  stocks  of  apparel  v;oc..l  hold  hy  nills  and  deulersp 
and  Government  cnvnod  v/ool  availabl'fi  to  doiTie.stlc  miJ.ls,  tob<':led  abbut  835*  mil«» 
lion  pounds,  grease  basis,  compared  i.ith  679  million  pounds  a  year  earlier. 
Although  current  mill  consuiription  is  onl;'  ab  )ut  twice  as  large  as  the  pre-war 
rate  of  consumption,  stocks  this  yofir  v/ore  -bout  4  times  ay  Icrge  as  the  1935-3P 
average  April  1  stocks.     These  stocks  do  not  include  any  appreciable  quantity 
of  the  n.ew  seasons  production,  since  litule  ne\v-clip  vkjoI  had  moved  to  dealers 
by  that  date.     In  addition  to  those  stocks,  about  181  million  pounds  of  British 
owned  wool  were  sti.>rod  in  this  country  on  April  1«    This  v/ool  is  being  reexported 
however,  and  it  is  unlikely  the  t  any  of  it  v.dll  bo  available  for  coinraercial  use 
in  the  United  States, 

^  privately  ov/ned  stocks  on  April  1 — largely  foreign  v/ool--were  about  50 

million  pounds  larger  th«.n      year  earlier,  rofiecting  large  imports  by  coriUaercial 
interests  during  the  past  yo'-r.    United  Statos  Government  stocJcs  of  domestic 
wool  at  460  million  pounds  wer^  168  milii  'U  larger  than  t--  year  earlier.  Because 
of  the  lov;  rote  of  cons ujapt ion  of  d:aestic  v^ool,  a  considerable  part  of  the 
1945  domestic  producti^.y  vvont  into  Gc^oirnmont  stocks.     United  States  Government 
stocks  of  foreign  wool,  which  t<:taled  -66  million  pounds  .)n  April  1,  1945  have 
all  been  sold  to  do..;estic  users,  or  alloifitod  to  foredgn  countries. 

Table  11,  -  Stocks  .  f  d.jj.-iostic  v/ool  owned  by  cl-io  Coiiir-odity  Credit 
Corporatior,  on  Ivl'.-.rch  31,  1'j46,  by  grades 


Grade 


Fine,  64/70s 

Fine  medium  and  l/2  blood 

60/64s  and  GOs 
3/8  blood,  58s  -  56s 
1/4  blood,  50s. -  48s  2/ 
Low  1/4  bloc:d,  46/48s"' 
Common  &  braid,  .36s  -  44s 
Other  3/ 

Tota  1 


Shorn 

Pull 

id 

Tot 

al 

,  Actual  : 

Gro,ase 

Greasy  : 

Sc 

ourod 

'  Gr o'asy 

:  Scoured 

weight  : 

basis 

1,000 

If 

000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

pour.ds 

unds 

poui'ids 

pounas 

pounds 

pounds 

229,921 

1, 

657 

2,752 

1,306 

235,63  6 

239,528 

68,116 

^ » 

136 

7,309 

5,387 

82,948 

89,591 

46,603 

I, 

887 

6,267 

10,098 

64,855 

71,651 

20,439 

531 

396 

887 

22,253 

23,088 

2,874 

132 

68 

285 

3,359 

3,562 

1,830 

15 

15 

99 

1,959 

1,998 

27,951 

355 

162 

701 

29,170 

30,049 

357",  734 

6, 

714 

16,369 

18,763 

440,180 

459,467 

1/  Approximate 

't/  Include  50/56S  scoured  v;ool. 

3/  Includes  all  off  sorts  v.hich  were  not  reported  by  grade. 

Compiled  from  reports  of  tno  Comrav'dity  Credit  C.'rp-r.-^  tion 
*As  detc5rmined  from  scour  ,d  bnsis  fi'-'urps  in  Cennun'  Advonc"  Hepor' 


Tz'Jole  12.-  Wnolr     Stocks  held  ty  mills  and  de?^,lers  and  G-overnment  owned 
stocks,  April  1,  1935-39  average  and  iqi+U-i+S  if 


Wool  available  for  domestic  use 

Apparel  wool 

Privately  owned 


Domestic  wool  ' 
Foreigii  wool 

163 
:  U9 

77 

210 

7U' 
2U7 

78 

3/  297 

Total 

212 

287 

321 

375 

G-overnment  owned 
Domestic  wool  (CCC) 
S'oreign  \irool  (DSC) 

ISU 
27H 

292 
66 

U60 

Total 

h^s 

358 

U60 

Total  apparel  wool 

:  212 

7U5 

679 

835 

CarDet  v/ool,  privately  omed 

ko 

66 

96 

Wool  held  for  shipment  ahroa-d 

Criswed  "by  British  G-overnmont 
Owned  hy  U,  G-ov-rnnent 

UU7 

181 
5/  1 

1935-39 :  ^qj^^  :  ^^1^^  :  ^^^^g 


av-r>ra,''e 


Million  Million 
pounds  pounds^ 


Million  Million 
xionnds  oounds 


1/  Excludes  v/ool  of  the  current  years  pr'->duction  except  for  small  quantities 
which  have  rioved  to  dealers  r.rior  to  -'^pril  1, 

2_/  Determined  in    part  from  scoured  ."basis  figiares  in  Census'  Advance  Report. 
3/  Includes  ahout  2  million  pounds  ovmed  "by  War  Assets  Croy, 
2_/  Wool  stored  for  the  British  G-overnment  is  helng  reexoorted.    Hone  of  this- 
wool  is  likely  to  "be  availahle  to  cornm.ercial  interests  in  the  United  States. 
^/  i'oroign  wool  held  oy.  Treasury -Procur^^ment  "but  allocated  to  foreign  countries 
Based  on  data  from  the  "Commodity  Credit  Corporatim,  Defense  Supplies  *^orp, 
and  Bureau  of  the  Censtis.    Reporting  dates  "vary,  "but  are  approximately  as  of' 
-^pril  1.     Privately  ovmed  stocks  -^nd  CCC  stocks  converted  to  a  grease  "basis. 
Stocks  of  foreign  v/ool  ov/ned  "by  the  Defense  Supplies  Corp.  and  "by  the  British 
Government  are  in  actual  vreight  "but  c^iisist  lar-^;ely  of  grease  wool. 
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F.ocord  peo.Cr^tii"e  Go'-nu-nvt  i  on 

United  Stntes  nill  consnr.^p tion  of  •:'.pp'i.rel  wool  in  l.jkf)  probably  will 
be  cloce  to  th<i'  wartlno  annuo.],  -ivevfigt;  -)f  a  billicn  pon.nrln,  grease  basis, 
and  will  bs  raich  lar.^^or  tlian  in  an 3/  previous  licacfetine  yoar.     Weekly  average 
c  nsunption  in  L'aroh  of  about  'S  *  nillion  pounds,  gr.'.ase  basis,  was 
equivo-lent  to  an  anmxal  rate  'f  abt-.v.t  1,100*  nillion  pounds.     The  rate 
of  consur:pytion  in  the  first  quarter  of  15^'6  vra.5  about  20  p(jrct;nt  hi£-her 
than  in  the  latter  half  of  IS'^^5'     Present  da.iand  for  v/.-ol  clothing  and. 
denahd  for  fabricr^  and  clothing  for  c  i.Mrcrcial  inventory  rcploniahnc^nt 
undoubtedly  v/ould  siipport  an  oven  higher  rate  of  nill  cone uruition, 

Conpletioa  of  the.  recoi.wercion  to  civilian  production  and  ir.pr-vs- 
nent  in  the  lo.bor  r-ituation  ci.tributed  to  tlie  incrcar-e  in  nill  cor/junption 
iii  th;-.  early  nonths  of  the  yeor.     In  Febrxary,  133»9^0  workers  were  ej.iployed 
in.  thif.  indue  try  conppred  with  13'+, '500  at  t.he  lo\\r  point  in  Aufrunt  ll'ro. 
Eriploynent  in  Fobru  -ry'  iirrvs  3  percent  larfcer  th.an  a  year  earliur.    A  furtVier 
increo.='e  wac  indicated  for  liarchc     In  recent  r'lonthc,  the  absence  of 
strikes,   increasir'g  v/ageSs  ard  prospects  of  -teady  enploy:.-.'nt ,  have  in- 
creased, the  attractiveness  of  .enployr'fjnt  in  the  woolen  and  worstcdi  jivdustry 
in  relation  to  r.o.ny  other  nanuf ac turin/;  industrif;?.    Averare  hoiirly 
earnings  in  the  industry  wp-re  QC-.G  centc  in  7cbr'>ar^-  corp'~.red  with 
■32.2  cents  in  J-'-na-ry  and  cerits  in  Jebiijary ' l'^;'n ,     '-/eekly  wo..";t.;r. 

averaged  $Ul.O^  in  Pebrua.ry  co  'pared  with  an  average  of  $'-0.bO  i'r.r  oil  nanu- 
factiiring  industries. 

Pro 'uctjon  of  Civilian  Fabrics 
Up  Sharply 

United  States  prod-jction  of  v/orlen  anl  worsted  woven  fabricn  totaled 
about  1U2  nillion  linear  yp-ards  in  the  first  quarter  of  IQH^S  corpo.re"'.  with 
123  r'.illion  yards  in  the  final  quarter  of  10'-i-5«     January- liar ch  production 
was  only  1  percent  lar/?er  than  tlv-t  of  0.  yer;r  earlier.     Practically  all  of 
the  prod.uction  this  year  vktvs  for  civilian  iise.     In  the  early  nonths  of 
Ijh^  about  half  of  the;  prodn.ction  was  for  nilitary.     The  January-March 
rate  of  fabric  f'r''d.u";tion,  or^  an  annual  basis,  v.t.'.-;  h'lf  afT^air;  as  large 
as  the  1539  vnto  of  pr'-duction.     Total  production  of  civilian  fabrics  in 
I'-jh^  will  likely  bo  nuch  larger  than  in  any  previ-.us  pcacetine  year.  The 
increase  in  total  production  in  the  first  quarter  of  bh-i  yec.:.r  corparod.  with 
19 33  was  chiefly  in  v;onen's  wear  fabrics.     Production  of  nen'n  wear  fabrics 
was  only  a  sixth  higher  than  the?  IQj'T  I'^^-te  of  production,  v;hilo  production 
of  v/onen's  wear  fabric'-  vras  nore  than  tv/ice  as  high. 


*    As  detemined.  frcn  sconreO,  basis  fig-ures  in  Census  Advance  P.eport, 
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To  stirrolate  production  of  men's  wear  fabrics,  the  OFA  in  PelDruary 
renoved  certain  suiting  fat)rics  fron  the  provision  of  the  Maxinun  Average 
Price  Regulation  for    manufacturers  who  exceeded  their  hase  period  production 
of  these  itens,     Sinilar  exenption  was  later  provided  for  overcoatings, 
nihese  nodif ications ,  and  provisions  for  channelling  a  greater  part  of 
available  supplies  of  heavy-weight  fabrics  to  the  nen's  clothing  industry 
under  the  low-cost  clothing  program  are    iiitended  to  improve  the  situation 
at  retail.     However,  a  shortage  of  linings,  pocket  material,  and  bindings 
has  added 'to  the  difficulty  of  increasing  production  of  men's  v/o^l  cloth- 
ing. 


Table  13»-    V/ovon  wool  cloth:     Production  by  United  States  mills, 
anmial  I939,  l^kp-kh  and  by  quarters,  19^+5-116 


Appa  r  el  f s.b  r  i  c  s 


Mens     :lvonens  : General:  Other  :  Total 
wear    ;  wear : .use  1/ : Apparel ; Apparel 


Hon- apparel  fabrics  

'Blankets;  Other  2/;  Total  2/ 


To  tal 
woven 
fabrics 


Mil .  yds .  Mil .  yds .  liil .  yds .  Mil .  yds .  Mil .  yds .  Mil .  yds .  Mil .  yds .  Mil .  yds .  Mil .  yds . 


1939 

17s. 9 

107.1 

25.7 

9.U 

321.1 

19.6 

31.3 

50.9 

372.0 

19U2 

:  277.0 

107.6 

U56.S 

6.9 

71.0 

527. s 

19U3 

.  256. S 

132.1 

7.7 

S9.3 

6.6 

95.9 

536.5 

19UU 

:  21s. 5 

171.3 

U6.9 

5.1 

U41.3 

70.9 

g.2 

S7.I 

52s. 9 

19U5 

:  5U.0 

15. U 

133.^ 

1st  quart  er 

37.3 

1.6 

10s.  3 

23.0 

2.1 

25.1 

2rA  quarter 

:  61.2 

22.  3 

12.U 

2.3 

9S.2 

27.  s 

1.6 

29. U 

127.6 

3ni  quarter 

:  kk,0 

^2.1 

'y,  0 

S7.S 

IS.O 

2.2 

20.2 

lOG.O 

^th  quarter 

:  hk.e 

%.6 

11.0 

2.0 

107.2 

11. u 

5.9 

17.3 

I2U.5 

Total 

\  20  3.  S 

lUl.  3 

Us.  6 

7 » 0 

U01.5 

so.  2 

11. S 

92.0 

U93.5 

I9U6 

7.U 

IU2.I 

1st  quarter 

:  51.9 

55.0 

12.9 

2.1 

121.9 

12. S 

20.2 

1/  Includes  r.elton,  mackinaw,  snow  "nd  ski-suit  cloth,  linings  anci.  inter-linings, 
and  bathrobe  flannels. 

2/  Excludes  v^oven  felts  which  are  rep'^rted  by  weight. 

All  yardage  is  on  an  equivalent  5U-inch  linear  yard  basis,  except  blankets  which 
are  on  a  72- inch  linear  yard  basis. 

Compiled  from.  Bureau  of  the  Census  Pacts  for  Indi?.stry  and  Advance  Reports, 


Prices  per  pound  of  woo"'  ar  ' 


I  ten 


.liir.'ua!'. 


41 . 


Prices  received  by  farnern, 

grease  bo-vsis,  15th  of  north 
Boston,  rarket:  1/ 
T^rrilrory,  rjcoot-ed  bp  sig- 
ht's, 7'\r,  gOs.Gt-TDlo  c^-l:.nq 
hbs  .  C':iiljing  'iT 

Bright  I'leece,  QTP.^.:^-y- 

Sks,  70.^,  SOs  delair.b  ,  ,. 

56s  coD'^ing  .  c  

Foreign  wool,  in  bond: 
Scoured  basie- 
Australian  6^s,  JOs  good 

t  op-naking  2/  ^  

Cape,  short  corbing  

Grease  basis- 
Montevideo  bO-6Us   

Montevideo  Is  (5Ss)  ,  •  iJ-l>n'- 

Other  textile  fibers:  i 
Cotton,  15/16- inch         -       '  : 

Middling  hj'   

Payon  staple  fiber  ^/ 
Viscose  I-I/2  de.-J  sr 

Acetate  5  denier   

Doner  tic  wool  prices  arc  from  the  prodncticn  anJ.  ■"larketing  Ac'ninistration;  for- 
e5;Vn-iv-ool  prices  are  fron  the  3->^t->M  Corj~.orci-\I  raiiietin  except  as  noted,  and 
are  before  paynent  of  dtity.  - 
1/  Done"tio  wool  prices  based  on  GOO  ri.;31i^g  prices,  inUU  to  date.     2/  Surtations 
fron  the  Prod:iction  anl  Marketing  A.b".i:dr tr-tion.  j/  Few  series  be-'^inninr;  I9U6 
prices  are  for  Crt.pe  10-12  nonths  _ruperior  !='pinners  ptyle,  and  are  net  strictly 
conparable  with  earlier-  datp.,     h/'  Avcragri  .'t  10  .-.arkets,  ^  r.,c.b.  producing 


75.9 
Ui.U 


20.  r 


e.xti.1 

fibers,  Uni 

ted  States,  I9U3-U6 

1  avc 

;  IS^b 

iyl!5. 

"  liar  / 

 Ap^i 

:  Mar, 

:  Air 

'^nfff 

Oont.i 

Cent:' 

!/"^-!tr  ■ 

G.?rtn 

Co-.tr, 

41.  n 

U0.5 

Uo ,  7 

U0.7 

Ul.U 

iq.o 

1^' So 

104.5 

-L04.5 

m 

00  p; 
S 

-  •  0 

4/  .0 

5''>5 

47.0 
5U.O 

47.5 

^7.5 
5^.5 

Uo.o 

i.'O.O 

72.1 
72.5 

75.2 

7^-^  5 

75.5 

72.5 

75^5 

72. r- 

75.5 

3/67.5 

7^.7 
i/e7.5 

i^;.7 

Tj  •  - 

•42.  2 

3S.2 

U2.5 

Id  \ ; 

39.4 
U2.5 

i^l.5 
U2.5 

^1,5 
U2.5 

21,2 

22.5 

21 

22.1 

2n.o 

27.7 

V]  ,3 

25.0 

3^.0 

25.0 
3G.0 

25.0 
3G.O 

25.0 

3- .0 

25.0 

30.0 

plants,  Bure?.M  of  Labor  St;- tic. tics. 


Tfool : 

I^ill  con^.ur.p 

It  en 

iqiii.  : 

1,000  1 

po'gr.ds  p 

Grease  basis; 

Apparel  wool- 

D'^ner.tic 

•  312.59' 

Foreign 

:    690. 36'i 

^oto.l 

:l,0bG,959  1, 

Carpet  wool 

.<i,it^~ 

Scoured  basis 

Apparel  vnol- 

150,061 

Dones  tic 

Foreign 

:    ^2.6,1'^  2 

Total 

:  577,013 

Carpet  wool 

'  45,757 

.'ae  i  ni'o. 


States,  l?UU-i+6 


3945 


•Jar 

1,00.) 

•ooundt- 


 Ifeekly  averages     

l95£'_       _7  L  .J35^'  

JVb.  2/   :  Jan.  1/  :._Fcb. 


2^1,7^5  r5, 326 
761,046  1-5,379 


1,000 

poun' 


?,250 

lu, 370 


7b,oe^7  i. 


2:.jf'5 
237 


120, 35-' 
-» 


\6^.S01 


3,979 
".l6i| 


_22,6tr0 

1,09^ 


3,97? 
o,-'3l7 


1,000 

poun  d:?. 


2,107 

15,275 
lg,032 
2,  SOS 


1,020 

9,779 


1,U00 


2,562 
17,^^2 


^o",  ooXT 
"  3,5oT""' 


J ,  2U5 
10,660 


i^S9,2-i'j  12,  i'-3 


12. 795^ 
799 


10.799 
2,020 


11,905 
2,1192 


Conpiled  fron  reports  01'  the  3'areau  of  the  Census. 
1/  5~week  period.     2/'  U-week  period. 


ThG 
The 


HAT  -JTJICS  19)^6  *  5S  - 

BAE  "SigilA-TIOIT"  ESPORTS 

C  itton  Si  tuation 
E.-iiry  Si+;uatio-a 
I)G.:in-nd  c-i.ud  Price  Situation 
r^.i-n:  incor.e  Situation 
J-.tc  and  Oils  Sitnati'^n 

'  fl  Sitn'  tion 
Prn.it  SittT'ition 
Li'^'e-toc":"  and  Wool  Situation  " 


TV.- 

Tho 
The 
TLo, 

Tho 

The 
The 


lv-.rk©tinrt;  and  Tran'^aortatior.  Situation 
"■''ationr.l  Pood  Situation 


-"oultiy  r.nd.  B^r-  ^-ituat-ion 
T  o  b  p.  c  c  0  S  i  tua  t  i  o  n 
'''■o--.;tal.le  Situation 
Ih-at  Situation 
'.•■'orld  Surar  Sitiaation 

'■"he  a  rove  rp-  .  orts  aro  ' 
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